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The 20-centers soar in value 

By Roger Boye 

TO A MERCHANT in the 
1870s, the 20-cent piece was 
anything but the keepsake it 
is today. 

After it first appeared in 
1875, the coin was scorned 
because it looked almost like 
the quarter-dollar coin of 
that day. Merchants and the 
general public so complained 
about the similarity that the 
coin was discontinued by the 
U.S. Mint after 1878. 

The 20-cent piece of 1875, 
for example, was only slight-
ly smaller than the quarter- 
dollar coin of that year, had 
a plain edge rather than a 
quarter's reeded edge, and 
had the same obverse design 
of a seated Liberty that 
appeared on the quarter. 

Today, however, the 20- 
cent piece is a popular col-
lector's item. Even the most 
common, the 1875 S [S for 
the San Francisco Mint], 
with a mintage of 1.2 mil-
lion, sells for about $40 in 
good condition and more 
than $500 in uncirculated 
condition. [Compare the 
mintage figure to the 84.7 
million quarters or the 3.7 
billion cents minted in Phila-
delphia in 1973.] 

The rarest 20-cent piece is 
the 1876-CC [CC for the Car- 
son City, Nev., Mint]. Some 
10,000 were minted, but most 
were believed to have been 
melted by the Mint. Fewer 
than 14 are known to exist 
today. Selling price for an 
authentic, uncirculated spec-
imen would probably top 
$50,000 

The 20-cent piece is not 
the only extinct U.S. minor 
coin. The coinage act of 1792 
authorized a copper half-cent 
which was minted until 1857. 
By the mid-19th century, this 
unpopular coin had been 
priced out of a job, the vic-
tim of inflation. 

The most common half- 
cent pieces sell for at least 
$12 in good condition in most 
Chicago area coin shops. 

The two-cent piece, first 
minted in 1864, proved popu-
lar with the public, but was 
discontinued nine years later 
because it was deemed an 
unnecessary denomination. 
A very good, common-date 
specimen of this coin, the 
first to carry the motto "In 
God We Trust," sells for 
about $6. 

Three-cent pieces were is- 
sued in two designs and com-
positions: a silver variety 
from 1851 until 1873, and the 
nickel variety from 1865 un-
til 1889. The silver variety is 
more valuable today with a com-
mon date selling for at least 
$8 in good condition. 

Another extinct coin pro-
vided for in the 1792 law is 
the half-dime, minted from 
1794 until 1873. This silver 
coin was valued at five 
cents, altho most collectors 
would happily pay at least 
$4 today for even a common 
date in good condition. 